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Synopsis

Over the past 100 years, Jewish immigrants, and their children and grandchildren, have made major
contributions to our countryA¢a -4,¢s growth and development. In Forged in Freedom, Finkelstein
brings to life 10 key turning points in history that affected both the U.S. and American Jews. It
includes chapters on labor and justice, Jewish political coming-of-age, the fight against bigotry, the
growth of a rich and varied U.S. culture, and the creation of uniquely American expressions of
Judaism. There are 65 black and white photos and over 20 feature boxes throughout, as well as a

glossary, a timeline of key events, bibliography, notes, and index.
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Customer Reviews

Gr. 6-12. In an easy, open style and spacious design with lots of black-and-white photos, this history
celebrates the role of Jews in the U.S., their personal stories and national influence in helping to
define American culture. From the beginning, Finkelstein relates the particulars of the Jewish
experience to the universals of immigration, especially the struggle between assimilation and
identity across generations. Short profiles of the famous--from Emma Goldman to Irving Berlin and
Joseph Lieberman--are woven into the narrative. Finklestein doesn’t ignore the negatives: there are
harrowing accounts of anti-Semitism, including diatribes from Henry Ford and Charles Lindbergh,
and a section about the lynching of Leo Frank, as well as stories of Jews who denied their own

identity so as "not to draw attention." Of course, everyone will find something to argue with here, but



this close-up view presents diversity and controversy in many forms, whether it's about religion,
intermarriage, education, the role of women, or Zionism. A time line, chapter notes, and a short
bibliography are appended. Hazel RochmanCopyright A A© American Library Association. All rights

reserved

"This is an extraordinary history told by a master historian with skill and elegance."A¢a -4 *David M.

Gordis, President, Hebrew College (David M. Gordis)

Great seller. Would use them again.

This is book is an excellent book for anyone interested in receiving an in-depth introduction to
American Jewish History. Finkelstein utilizes his anecdotes in a fashion that allows the reader to
understand the significance of major events in the lives of average American Jews. The book
illustrates American Jewish life from the good through the bad.An excellent read for anyone wanting

to know about key, unknown events.
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